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Special Festivals of Thailand
Thai Heritage Conservation Day
Coronation Day		
Royal Ploughing Ceremony Day
National Thai Language Day
Chulalongkorn Memorial Day
Constitution Day		
Nation Wildlife Protection Day

2 Apirl
5 May
13 May
29 July
23 October
10 December
26 December

2 2 on
Search for “TWP One Teachers Network”

วันอนุรักษ์มรดกไทย 		
วันฉัตรมงคล		
วันพืชมงคล 		
วันภาษาไทยแห่งชาติ		
วันปิยมหาราช 		
วันรัฐธรรมนูญ		
วันคุ้มครองสัตว์ป่าแห่งชาติ
to join the group.

“ชั้นวางหนังสือคลังปัญญา” ปีที่ 2
สะพานเชื่อมโยงความรู้
ส่งมอบความสุขและโอกาส เพื่อผู้ป่วยเด็กเรื้อรังฯ
ยังคงเดินหน้าอย่างต่อเนื่องเป็นปี
ที่ 2 แล้ว สำ�หรับโครงการ “ชั้นวาง
หนังสือคลังปัญญา” เพื่อมอบโอกาส
ทางความรู้ให้น้องๆ ผู้ป่วยเด็กเรื้อรัง
ที่ต้องเข้ารับการรักษา ณ โรงพยาบาล
เป็นเวลานาน โดยความร่วมมือของ
บริษัท สำ�นักพิมพ์ไทยวัฒนาพานิช
จำ�กัด ร่วมกับ บริษัท พีดูเอ็ด จำ�กัด,
ศิษย์เก่าสาธิตประสานมิตร รุน่ 30 และ
ศูนย์การเรียนรู้ฯ ฝ่ายกุมารเวชศาสตร์
โรงพยาบาลจุฬาลงกรณ์
ล่าสุด เมือ่ วันที่ 10 มิถนุ ายน ทีผ่ า่ น
มา คุณโชติกา ศิรขิ วัญชัย รองกรรมการ
ผูจ้ ดั การ บริษทั สำ�นักพิมพ์ไทยวัฒนา
พานิช จำ�กัด ได้เป็นตัวแทนเพือ่ ส่งมอบ
ชัน้ วางหนังสือคลังปัญญา จำ�นวน 13

ชั้น พร้อมนิทานภาพ 2 ภาษา (ไทยอังกฤษ) จำ�นวนกว่า 520 เล่ม ที่มี
เนื้อหาสนุกสนาน สีสันสดใส เต็มอิ่ม
ไปด้วยคติสอนใจ เป็นการช่วยสร้าง
ความสุข ปลุกจินตนาการให้ผู้ป่วย
เด็กเรื้อรังฯ ที่ขาดโอกาสในการเข้ารับ
การศึกษา และเรียนรู้ตามเกณฑ์ โดย
ชัน้ หนังสือทัง้ หมดจะให้บริการอยูท่ กุ ๆ
ชั้น ณ ตึก สก. ฝ่ายกุมารเวชศาสตร์
โรงพยาบาลจุฬาลงกรณ์ ซึ่งเป็นแผนก
ผูป้ ว่ ยเด็กเรือ้ รังทัง้ หมด อาทิ หอผูป้ ว่ ย
หัวใจเด็ก, หน่วยรังสีวิทยาและมะเร็ง
เป็นต้น
สำ�หรับโครงการครัง้ ที่ 3 ทีจ่ ะจัดขึน้
ในเร็วๆ นี้ ทางผูด้ �ำ เนินงาน ขอเปิดรับ
ผู้มีจิตศรัทธาเพื่อร่วมเป็นส่วนหนึ่งใน
3
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การมอบความรู้ส่นู ้องๆ ผู้ป่วยเด็กใน
โรงพยาบาลต่างจังหวัด ทีข่ ณะนีย้ งั ขาด
โอกาสอีกมากมาย โดย บริษทั สำ�นัก
พิมพ์ไทยวัฒนาพานิช จำ�กัด จะร่วม
สมทบในการบริจาคของท่านด้วยการ
คัดเลือกหนังสือนิทานภาพสำ�หรับเด็ก
2 ภาษา พร้อมทัง้ จัดทำ�ชัน้ วางหนังสือ
และติดป้ายชือ่ ผูบ้ ริจาคอย่างสวยงาม
สอบถามรายละเอียดโครงการได้ที่
www.facebook.com/TWPThai และ
www.twp.co.th หรือ บริษัท พีดูเอ็ด
จำ�กัด โทร. 0-23316151-2 ต่อ 105106 (คุณจัมโบ้ และคุณขวัญ)
“ร่วมเป็นส่วนเล็กๆ ที่ยิ่งใหญ่ ใน
การแบ่งปันความรู้สู่น้องๆ ผู้ป่วยเด็ก
เรื้อรังในโรงพยาบาล”

Explore Experience Exchange

ONE Teachers

Educational Field Trip

ครั้งที่ 5
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จบลงเป็นทีเ่ รียบร้อย และประทับใจสำ�หรับโครงการ ONE Teachers Educational Field Trip ที่
บริษทั สำ�นักพิมพ์ ไทยวัฒนาพานิช จำ�กัด โดย Transcend ได้จดั มาอย่างต่อเนือ่ งเป็นปีท่ี 4 และ
ทริปที่ 5 แล้ว

โ

ดยในครั้งนี้ บริษัทฯ ได้พาอาจารย์ผู้สอนกลุ่มสาระภาษาต่างประเทศ ระดับ
มัธยมศึกษา จำ�นวน 20 คน จากทั่วประเทศ บินลัดฟ้าไปเยี่ยมชมและศึกษา
ดูงาน ณ YMCA of Hong Kong Christian College (YHKCC) เขตบริหารพิเศษ
ฮ่องกง แห่งสาธารณรัฐประชาชนจีน ระหว่างวันที่ 23-26 เมษายน พ.ศ. 2559
ที่ผ่านมา
วันพุธที่ 23 เมษายน เวลา 14.00 น. คุณอินทิรา บุนนาค กรรมการผู้จัดการ
บริษัท สำ�นักพิมพ์ไทยวัฒนาพานิช จำ�กัด และคุณเจมี่ ซอว์ ผู้อำ�นวยการฝ่าย
พัฒนาธุรกิจระหว่างประเทศ บริษัท สำ�นักพิมพ์ไทยวัฒนาพานิช จำ�กัด ได้กล่าว
ต้อนรับอาจารย์ ONE Teachers ทุกท่านเข้าสู่โครงการ ONE Teachers Educational Field Trip อย่างเป็นทางการ จากนั้น คณะอาจารย์ได้ร่วมกันทำ�กิจกรรม
เพื่อเตรียมความพร้อมก่อนเดินทาง ได้มีการเวิร์คช็อปเพื่อแลกเปลี่ยนความคิด
เห็นกันในหัวข้อ Teaching English as a Foreign Language to Thai students
: Thai curriculum, techniques used to teach 4 skills, teaching big classes,
teaching students with mixed ability. และทำ�กิจกรรมสร้างความสัมพันธ์กัน
อย่างสนุกสนาน
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เช้าวันต่อมา วันพฤหัสที่ 24 เมษายน
ผู้บริหาร นำ�โดย คุณอินทิรา บุนนาค
กรรมการผู้จัดการฯ, คุณดนัย ต.สุวรรณ
รองกรรมการผู้จัดการ ฝ่ายต่างประเทศฯ,
คุณโชติกา ศิริขวัญชัย รองกรรมการผู้จัด
การฯ และคุณเจมี่ ซอว์ ผอ.ฝ่ายพัฒนา
ธุรกิจระหว่างประเทศฯ ได้พาอาจารย์
ทุกท่านเดินทางสู่ประเทศฮ่องกง เพื่อ
ร่วมรับฟังนโยบายการจัดการเรียนการ
สอน หลักสูตร และกิจกรรมต่างๆ จาก
ผู้บริหารของโรงเรียน YMCA of Hong
Kong Christian College (YHKCC) จาก
นั้นได้มีการแบ่งกลุ่มเพื่อแลกเปลี่ยน
แนวคิดกันในหัวข้อ Techniques of
Teaching Second Language to
Students กับอาจารย์ต่างประเทศ
ก่อนจะแยกย้ายไปตาม
ห้องเรียนเพื่อสังเกตการ
สอน ซึ่งหลังจากดูงาน
เสร็จจะมีการทำ�เวิร์ค
ช็อป เพื่อนำ�มาแลก
เปลี่ยนระหว่างกลุ่มใน
หัวข้อต่างๆ อาทิ ลักษณะ
การจัดการเรียนการสอน
ของห้องเรียนที่ได้เข้า
สังเกตการณ์ การใช้สื่อ
ประกอบการสอน วิธี
กระตุ้นการเรียนรู้ และ

ส่งเสริมนักเรียนให้มีส่วนร่วมในห้องเรียน
ก่อนจะร่วมกันสรุปผลจากการแลกเปลี่ยน
แนวคิดจากการศึกษาดูงานในครั้งนี้
สำ�หรับลักษณะการจัดการเรียนการ
สอนของโรงเรียน จะเป็นห้องเรียนขนาด
เล็ก มีนักเรียนประมาณ 15 - 25 คน
การเรียนการสอนจะเน้นผู้เรียนกลุ่มย่อย
แบ่งกลุ่มละ 3-4 คน โดยครูเป็นผู้ให้คำ�
ปรึกษา แนะนำ� และป้อนคำ�ถามตลอด
เวลาที่ทำ�งานกลุ่ม มีการตั้งคำ�ถาม
เพื่อกระตุ้นให้นักเรียนมีส่วนร่วมในการ
ค้นหาความหมาย จากนั้นนักเรียนจะเป็น
ผู้วิเคราะห์ และสรุปเนื้อหา ซึ่งครูมีส่วน
ช่วยเหลือ เพื่อให้นักเรียนไปสู่เป้าหมาย
ในด้านของสื่อประกอบการเรียนการ
สอน โรงเรียนแห่งนี้จะใช้ Worksheet,
Games, Role play, Power Point
Presentation และ Text book สำ�หรับ

สิ่งที่ได้รับเพิ่มเติมจากการสังเกตการณ์
คือ มีการสับเปลี่ยนนักเรียนในแต่ละ
กลุ่ม เพื่อให้นักเรียนมีโอกาสแลกเปลี่ยน
และเรียนรู้ร่วมกันระหว่างกลุ่ม ทำ�ให้
ครู และนักเรียนมีปฏิสัมพันธ์ที่ดีร่วมกัน
ตลอดเวลา
สรุปผลจากการแลกเปลี่ยนแนวคิด
“Techniques of Teaching Second
Language to Students” คือ มีการสอน
ภาษาต่างประเทศทั้ง 4 ทักษะ สามารถ
จัดการเรียนการสอนได้หลากหลายรูป
แบบ เช่น การสอนด้วยเกมส์, เพลง, บท
กวี หรือการ์ตูน มีการเลือกใช้สื่อประกอบ
ในแต่ละห้องเรียน ซึ่งช่วยให้การสอนมี
ความน่าสนใจ ครูเน้นสอนประโยคสั้นๆ
เนื้อหาสั้นๆ จะช่วยให้ไม่น่าเบื่อ และแบ่ง
กลุ่มย่อยจะทำ�ให้ครูสามารถจัดการเรียน
การสอนได้ดีขึ้น
5
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อาจารย์ ONE Teachers และอาจารย์
YHKCC ยังได้ร่วมกันและพูดคุยกันใน
หัวข้อเหล่านี้ คือ การสอนภาษาอังกฤษ
ผ่านวรรณกรรมและวัฒนธรรมที่เป็นที่
นิยม และการสอนภาษาอังกฤษเป็นภาษา
ต่างประเทศแก่นักศึกษาไทย
ซึ่งหลังจากการศึกษาดูงาน ได้บรรลุ
วัตถุประสงค์ของการมาฮ่องกงในครั้ง
นี้ อาจารย์ยังได้เดินทางเยี่ยมชมไปตาม
สถานที่สำ�คัญต่างๆ เพื่อเปิดโลกทัศน์ ได้
เห็นวิถีชีวิต และลิ้มรสอาหารในแบบฉบับ
ของฮ่องกงแท้ๆ ก่อนที่จะเดินทางกลับ
ประเทศไทยด้วยความประทับใจ

MINDFULNESS
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Effective
teachers discipline
with encouragement
and kind words much more
often than rebukes or
reprimands. The goal is to
help students feel good
about themselves and
their behavior
in the classroom. Inevitably, though,
misbehavior happens.
When it does, keep
the collected wisdom
of experienced
1 Take a deep breath and
teachers in mind:
try to remain calm. It’s natural
to be overcome with frustration,
resentment, and anger. But when
you are, you become less rational,
and your agitation becomes is doing wrong, but also what he
contagious.
or she can do to correct it.
2 Try to set a positive tone and 5 Never resort to blame or
model an appropriate response, ridicule.
even if it means you must take a
few moments to compose yourself. 6 Avoid win-lose conflicts. EmAcknowledge that you need time phasize problem-solving instead of
to think, time to respond. “This is punishment.
upsetting me, too, but I need a
few minutes to think before we 7 Insist that students accept
talk about it.”
responsibility for their behavior.
3 Make sure students understand 8 Try to remain courteous in the
that it’s their misbehavior you face of hostility or anger. Showing
dislike, not them. “I like you, Jason. students that you care about them
Right now, your behavior is unaccep- and their problems will help you
table.”
earn their respect and establish
rapport.
4 Give the misbehaving student
a chance to respond positively by 9 Treat all students respectfully
explaining not only what he or she and politely. Be consistent in what
6
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you let them say and do. Be careful
not to favor certain students.
10 Be an attentive listener. Encourage students to talk out feelings and concerns and help them
clarify their comments by restating
them.
11 Model the behavior you expect from your students. Are you
as considerate of your students’
feelings as you want them to be of
others? Are you as organized and
on-task as you tell them to be? Are
your classroom rules clear and easy
for students to follow?
12 Specifically describe misbehavior
and help students understand the
consequences of misbehavior.
Very young children may even

need your explanations modeled
or acted out.
13 Be aware of cultural differences. For example, a student who
stares at the floor while you speak
to him or her would be viewed
as defiant in some cultures and
respectful in others.
14 Discourage cliques and other
antisocial behavior. Offer cooperative activities to encourage
group identity.
15 Teach students personal
and social skills - communicating,
listening, helping, and sharing, for
example.
16 Teach students academic
survival skills, such as paying attention, following directions, asking for
help when they really need it, and
volunteering to answer.
17 Avoid labeling students as
“good” or “bad.” Instead describe
their behavior as “positive,” “acceptable,” “disruptive,” or “unacceptable.”
18 Focus on recognizing and
rewarding acceptable behavior
more than punishing misbehavior.
19 Ignore or minimize minor
problems instead of disrupting the
class. A glance, a directed question, or your proximity may be
enough to stop misbehavior.
20 Where reprimands are necessary, state them quickly and without disrupting the class.
21 When it’s necessary to speak
to a student about his or her behavior, try to speak in private; this

is especially true of adolescents
who must “perform” for their peers.
Public reprimands or lectures often
trigger exaggerated, face-saving
performances.

When
Personalities
Clash . . .

Sometimes, despite our best
intentions, we find ourselves
actively disliking one of the students in our charge. The student
may be rude, disrespectful, disruptive, obnoxious, or otherwise
annoying. It’s just human nature;
some personalities clash. But
instead of feeling guilty about
our feelings, we can take positive steps to improve them, says
school psychologist and teacher
Shelley Krapes. Here are some of
her suggestions:

22 Try to understand where the

behavior is coming from. Is the
student distressed by a death,
divorce, new baby, learning disability, or some other overwhelming experience? Speaking to the
student’s parents or guardian may
shed light on underlying causes
and help you develop sympathy
through understanding.
7
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23 Help yourself manage nega-

tive feelings by reflecting on a past
situation in your life where a similar
conflict occurred. Discuss the situation with a friend or by writing your
thoughts in a journal. Making and
understanding these connections
can help you let go of some of
your current hostility or resentment.
24 Use positive strategies when
dealing with the child. One such
strategy is addressing specific behaviors with precise language that
describes what needs to be done.
In addition, try to seat the student
near to you or a helpful student,
praise the student liberally but
sincerely, give the student choices
to promote self-worth and feelings
of control, be firm and consistent
about your rules, and express displeasure with the student’s behavior without criticizing the student.
25 Set a goal. If the situation
between you and the child has
not improved after two or three
months of your best effort, it may
be time to recommend professional/psychological/educational
testing. Some problems are very
complex and beyond your control.
Source: Scholastic (This article was
excerpted from Learning to Teach...Not Just
for Beginners: The Essential Guide for All
Teachers by Linda Shalaway.)

KNOW YOUR STUDENTS

What Encourages

Teens to Write

What prompts teens to write?
The short answer is that their writing is instrumental.
They write to make something happen. Whether for
school, themselves or for a social audience of friends
and family, they write to achieve a desired goal. They
are very calculating in how they determine what
needs to be done to get the goal they want.
School writing, for example, helps them get a
grade, complete an assignment, or gain access
to a specific college, scholarship or much desired extracurricular activity. The creative writing
they do for themselves helps them express their
emotions, realize a vision, share a talent they are
cultivating publicly or win a free iPod. Writing with
friends and others in close interest groups via cell
phone, social networking site, IM or email offers a
chance to keep in touch; learn about the latest
trends, crushes, and events; and share insights and
written or multimedia content.
Just because teens report writing and enjoying it
does not mean that their perceptions of their own

writing are fully accurate. A teen may feel s/he is a
good writer with a strong grasp of writing conventions, but is not. Thus, even though teens report that
they write and are motivated to write, the quality and
effectiveness of their writing varies from individual to
individual.
Teen ideas for making school writing successful what works and what doesn’t.

In contrast to stereotypes of teens as grumbling,
disaffected youth with little or no interest in school or
its subjects, the teens in our study provided testimony
that - depending upon the circumstances - they can
find writing pleasurable and can be motivated and
inspired to write.
For example, when we asked the teens in our focus
groups to identify a piece of writing that made them
very proud, they generated a diverse list of examples:
poems, book projects, research papers, college essays, journals, songs/raps, text messages, computer
programs, 4H-projects, plays, etc. Each teen was
8
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able to identify and share a success that they had These gender and age differences are not nearly
created in writing.
as pronounced when it comes to the writing teens do
for their own personal reasons. Overall, 90% of teens
School work isn’t necessarily a turnoff if it deals with enjoy the writing they do outside of school, a figure
something personally relevant – and gets a good that is consistent between boys and girls as well as
grade.
older and younger teens. The main difference pertains
Interestingly, most teens told us they were proud to teens at the upper end of the enjoyment scale of pieces that were required for school, graded and 55% of girls say they enjoy writing for themselves “a
primarily intended for their teachers or classes. At the great deal,” compared with 43% of boys who feel
same time, some teens also said they were proud of similarly strongly.
pieces they wrote for peers, themselves or another
close person, or for outside competitions. In all cases, School writing enjoyment is not correlated with the
teens report being pleased, inspired and motivated length or frequency of school writing, and is only
by composing a piece of writing that was effective at loosely related to the types of writing assignments
communicating their thoughts and – in particular – teens do at school.
was recognized positively. A
Regardless of how much
key theme in what teens said
they actually enjoy the writing
motivated them to write was
they do at school, most teens
one of “relevance.” Teens
have a superficially similar
said, in varying ways, that they
scholastic writing experience.
wanted to be doing things
In other words, the assignment
that mattered socially, in their
of more writing at school
own lives, and had an impact.
does not necessarily affect
teens’ level of enthusiasm
for writing. Teens generally
Teens get greater enjoyment
write for school with the same
from the writing they do outfrequency, write papers of
side of school than the writing
similar lengths, and do the
they do in school, and enjoyment of personal writing same types of school writing regardless of whether
does not always translate into enjoyment of school or not they enjoy their school writing. There is only
writing.
one major difference between teens who enjoy their
Teens tend to enjoy the writing they do for personal school writing and teens who do not - teens who
reasons more than the writing they do for school. The enjoy their school writing “a great deal” are more
enjoyment teens find in their non-school writing does likely to do creative writing at school compared with
not always translate into the same level of enthusiasm teens who get “not much” enjoyment or no enjoyfor the writing they do for school. Among teens who ment from their school writing.
enjoy their non-school writing “a great deal,” get
“some” enjoyment from their school writing. Some of With respect to writing enjoyment and writing done
these teens who greatly enjoy their non-school writing outside of school, however, an entirely different story
enjoy their scholastic writing with a similar intensity. emerges. Teens who greatly enjoy their non-school
writing engage in a much wider range of writing acEnjoyment of school writing is lowest among older tivities than teens who get less enjoyment out of the
boys.
writing they do for themselves. Compared with teens
The enjoyment teens derive from their school who get some, not much or no enjoyment out of their
writing appears to fade as teens get older and enter non-school writing, teens who enjoy their non-school
high school. This decrease in school writing enjoyment writing “a great deal” are more likely to do a wide
over time is driven almost entirely by boys.
range of writing activities in their personal time. It is
not possible with this survey to determine what causes
9
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KNOW YOUR STUDENTS

teens to write more and be enthusiastic
about the writing they do for their own
personal reasons. Causality probably
flows in both directions to some degree:
teens who write most often outside of
school are happy about doing it, and
because they are happy about doing
it, they write more.
Teens who enjoy writing are likely to
view writing skills as essential to their
future success and receive higher
marks in their writing classes.

Overall, a majority of teens believe that writing is
essential for their future success. The more teens enjoy
the writing they do (whether in or out of school), the
more likely they are to consider writing an essential
skill for their future success in life. Among teens who
enjoy their non-school writing “a great deal,” consider
writing to be essential for success in life. Among teens
who get less enjoyment from their non-school writing,
consider writing to be an essential skill.

and less pressure. They choose their own topics, do
not need to use any particular writing conventions,
can write and get feedback quickly, and are typically
not being judged. Many teens say they also enjoy
being able to multitask and write to more than one
person at a time.
Teens who do a lot of texting and IMing talk about
how they like the immediacy of the conversation. They
also take great pride in being able to type fast and
to apply their dexterity to typing for school.
Those who use social networking sites not only
report taking pleasure in communicating with peers,
but also in animating and narrating who they are with
songs, pictures, wallpaper and graphics, and links to
sites of interest, etc.
Girls, in particular, are motivated to engage in
these more “conversational” writing activities. Many
describe themselves as “addicted” to text messaging and MySpace and can spend hours without clear
recollection about what they are doing. But it is the
ability to both socialize and explore new technical
landscapes that compels girls and their male peers in
these electronic communication spaces. Teens report
enjoying discovering new technical features (e.g.,
picture commenting on MySpace, using T9Word for
texting, using emoticons for email, etc). They also like
developing new skills (e.g., typing or text messaging
quickly) and distinguishing themselves with them.
Having access to a particular technology and the
skills to utilize it does not necessarily motivate all teens

What inspires teens’ personal and social writing?

Teens responses to what motivates their non-school
personal and social writing are also instructive. Teens
report that the writing they do for themselves on their
own time is internally motivated. It helps them work
through their emotions and can even help them prepare for, or enhance, their school obligations.
There is also “literary” or persuasive writing that
teens do for themselves or others with an eye toward
a broader audience. Teens who write plays, fiction,
music, poetry and news/non-fiction articles all talk
about the importance of being responsible to their
audiences by creating strong and interesting works.
As noted earlier, some teens receive formal recognition or awards for their writing.
Effective communication, self-exploration and
self-presentation, and social connection are among
the primary motivations behind the writing teens do
in blogs, social network posts, emails and instant and
text messages. Teens report sharing, supporting, gossiping, joking, and collaborating using these types of
electronic communications. Writing in these environments is enjoyable because teens have more control
10
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to engage in that medium. Most teens are driven to
particular platforms, communities or technologies by
the underlying personal relationships that exist in that
space and the content these relationships generate.
In fact, teens who experience a lack of social connection or acceptance when doing social writing
often choose to limit their activity.
By itself, technology is not necessarily a long term
motivator for teens’ personal or social writing: more
often, it serves as a “hook” that compels them to
explore a particular tool, application, or writing practice. Most of the written communication that teens
engage in is driven by social and emotional factors,
such as developing their identities, finding and exploring their relationships, and learning how to express
themselves and respond to others. The technology
can facilitate that.

ing - that teens credit with being their single most
important motivator.

(3) Students don’t write for school unless they are
assigned to do it.

When we asked teens about what dampens their
desire to write, they most often spoke about the
writing instruction and assignments they receive in
school. Many said that they are either not given
writing assignments or are not challenged or inspired by them.

(4) Cookie-cutter, boring curricula don’t help and the
teacher should at least be modestly interested in
writing . . . and in students.

Not surprisingly, teens also said that their interest
in writing is often dependent upon the teacher
and the curriculum. Teens say that writing is not
compelling when the curriculum seems canned,
teacher attention is limited, and work is reviewed
and graded by computer.
(5) High expectations really help.
Not all schools have canned or prescriptive curricula, as described here. Our teens’ comments made
it clear that their schools and school experiences
are quite distinct. Some teens reported very strong
writing expectations in their classes: consistent
practice, long research reports, standardized tests,
etc. Other teens said they get very little English/
Language Arts guidance or homework. The writing
experiences teens shared were reflections of their
school and personal environments.

Factors and experiences
influence a teen’s enjoyment
of writing
(1) Teens like having the opportunity to select their
topics for school writing assignments.

Being able to self-select topics and assignments
made their mandatory writing more enjoyable
and compelling. They said, in effect, that if they
were going to spend time and energy doing
schoolwork, they wanted it to be something that
related specifically to them
and their interests. Teens also
found it motivating when their
writing could have broader
impact through being publicly
shared in class, in person, in
print, or on the Internet. In fact,
many teens commented on
the positive push publishing or
presenting to a formal audience provided for their writing.

Source: pewinternet.org

(2) Teens’ motivation to write well
comes from getting good feedback – especially from a great
teacher.

It is people, however - teachers, parents, friends, and read-
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LIFESTYLE - Health

Diet
Mistakes
Everyone
is making right now
ARE you eating this
and giving up that?
You may be making some
unwise decisions without
thinking about it.
Check yourself in with these
common diet traps.

SNACKING ON RAW
ORGANIC TREATS

Just because something is raw
does not mean it’s low on calories.
Those ‘superfood’ bliss balls or
raw cheese cakes splashed all over
your Insta feed may seem healthy,
however they come with a whopping calorie count (regardless of
whether these calories comes from
protein, fat or sugar).

Consider some of the common
ingredients: dried fruit, nuts, seeds,
nut butters, coconut oil, cacao
butter, honey, rice malt syrup and
protein powders. While they might
be full of fibre, the nuts’ nutritious
fats and dried fruit send the calories soaring, likewise with coconut
oil, which bumps up the saturated
fat. As a result, a single ball or a
slice of this healthy-sounding raw
cheesecake can have as much

as 17g of saturated fat and up to
1500kJ (about 357cal) - almost an
entire meal!
Fix it: Raw food has its place, but
it won’t enhance your health
or whittle your waistline. Healthy raw
snacks include a handful of nuts, a
small piece of fresh fruit, or vegetable
sticks with hummus. Keep ttreats
to special occasions, regardless of
whether it’s a raw or normal version.

Another down side. When you
drink your calories (compared to
chewing solid food), the body
doesn’t naturally compensate by
eating fewer calories by reducing
your food intake over the course
of the day.
Why? liquid calories are emptied from your stomach far quicker
than solid foods, meaning you may
sip your way through many more
calories than you could ever chew
and eat.

By not providing your body
with enough energy they can
lead to muscle breakdown,
slowing your metabolism
down even further. The
outcome is that you may
shed a few KG’s quite
quickly, but the weight
will most likely come back
when normal eating patterns resume.

principles to weight loss. However,
quick fix solutions don’t work long
term. Most “detoxes”, “cleanses”,
and fad diets cut out entire food
groups or are extremely low in energy, which is unsustainable.

ease, avoiding gluten (a protein
that’s present in a number of whole
grains) is necessary. However, for
the rest of us, eating whole grains
is an important contribution to our

Fix it: The most successful eating
plan is one you can stick to!
Start by making simple swaps one
Fix it: Chew your food, stick to at a time, such as swapping sugary nutrient intake and solid evidence
plain water for hydration, snacks for fresh fruit, or soft drink for suggests it plays an important role
and sip on juices and smoothies water, and build from there.
in disease protection.
occasionally. When ordering out
at cafes or juice bars, opt for the AGAINST THE GRAIN
Fix it: Unless you’ve been diagsmallest size available, and order
nosed with coeliac disease,
vegetable based juices with a small Paleo, low carb, and no gluten grains have an important place in
amount of fruit.
may be trendy, but eliminating the diet. Think beyond cereal flakes
wholegrains can be doing you for breakfast, baguette at lunch, or
Bolognese for dinner. Experiment with
more harm than good.
THINK SHORT TERM
barley, quinoa, wild rice and other
We live in an era of instant grat- If you’re one in 70 Australians unprocessed grains, such as rolled
ification and often apply the same who has diagnosed coeliac dis- oats, soy and linseed bread and rye.

SIP RATHER THAN CRUNCH
A green juice for breakfast or
a protein smoothie post-workout
may be brimming with colourful
fruits and veg, however when you
add up the additional powders,
milks, nut butters, yoghurts, chia
seeds and muesli, the calories really add up.
12
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Source: The Daily Telegraph
Author: Kathleen Alleaume, nutritionist
and exercise scientist and found of The Right
Balance.

LIFESTYLE - Architecture

Most Beautiful

Street art is gradually coming to be accepted as a legitimate and
wonderful art form by more and more people, but that doesn’t
mean that street artists can rest on their laurels – they continue
exploring with new ways to exploit public surfaces and cover them
in beautiful art. This post is all about street artists and regular
people who have decorated something that most of us probably
wouldn’t think of decorating – public outdoor steps.

Steps Around

The World

1

2
5
Much like the hidden street art
of Zebra ting, most of these pieces
can only truly be appreciated when
viewed from a certain vantage point.
They may seem like random splashes
of paint to someone actually climbing those steps, but someone looking
at them from below will see the artist’s full vision. If they’re long enough,
someone ascending the steps will see
the image and see how it stretches
and twists as they approach it. Of
course, not all of them have to form

3

4
14
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1 | 16th Avenue Tiled Steps, San Francisco
2 | Valparaíso, Chile
3 | Philadelphia Museum of Art
4 | Valparaíso, Chile

7

5 | Seoul, South Korea
6 | Wuppertal, Germany
7 | Sicily, Italy
15
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6

LIFESTYLE - Architecture

images - some are simply colorful decorations that
make the neighborhood a more uplifting place.
Quite a few of these pieces were born out of
community efforts, which also show a growing
worldwide acceptance of street art. When the
Rainbow steps in Turkey were first painted over
by the local government, nearby communities
responded by painting their own steps as well in
solidarity. The mosaic steps in San Francisco were
created by more than 300 local people under the
careful guidance of a couple of artists.
Are there any similar steps in your city that are
worth sharing? If not, hopefully these images will
inspire you to get your community together and
paint your steps together!

11

14

15

8
16
12

17
9

10

13
8		| Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
9		| Stairs of Peace in Syria
10		| Tehran, Iran
11		| Beirut, Lebanon
12		| Stairs to the musical theater in Seoul,
			South Korea
13		|Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
16
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14 | Istanbul, Turkey
15 | Angers, France
16 | Beirut, Lebanon
17 | Morlaix, France

Source: www.architecturendesign.net
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GLOBAL DESK

Top

These components determine which countries offer
better educational opportunities. We’ve compiled
the list of the ten best-performing countries when it
comes to access to basic education, according to
research from the United Nations as brought together
in the SPI basic education ratings:

20Best

Countries with Best Education System

Education Systems
in the World

The Social Progress Imperative has
compiled research on basic education
levels throughout the world and
presented it via the Social Progress
Index; this offers a rigorous and
comprehensive way of measuring
social progress, including – and most
relevant for our current interests – a
score for a country’s level of access
to basic knowledge including factors like
adult literacy rate, primary school
enrolment, secondary school enrolment,
and women’s mean years in school.
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KEY FINDINGS: 2015/2016
• East Asian nations continue to outperform others.
South Korea tops the rankings, followed by Japan
(2nd), Singapore (3rd) and Hong Kong (4th). All
these countries’ education systems prize effort
above inherited ‘smartness’, have clear learning
outcomes and goalposts, and have a strong culture of accountability and engagement among a
broad community of stakeholders.
• Scandinavian countries, traditionally strong performers, are showing signs of loosing their edge.
Finland, the 2012 Index leader, has fallen to 5th
place; and Sweden is down from 21st to 24th.
• Notable improvements include Israel (up 12 places
to 17th), Russia (up 7 places to 13th) and Poland
(up four places to 10th).
• Developing countries populate the lower half of the
Index, with Indonesia again ranking last of the 40
nations covered, preceded by Mexico (39th) and
Brazil (38th).

Perspectives
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SOUTH KOREA
Japan and south-Korea have
fierce competition for the 1st
rank. Koreans defeated Japan
in 3 levels. Japan despite investing in childhood education is
compromised in some rankings
as no#2 and almost tying with
Japan in the ranks. Do you know
that children in South Korea attend school often seven-day a
week? The national education
budget estimated last year was
$11,300,000,000. The literacy rate
is total 97.9% out of which males
are sharing 99.2% and 96.6% of
females.
• The GDP (PPP) per capita
estimated in 2014 is $34,795.
JAPAN
• The technology-based educational structure has provided
the nation with some great
figures in the knowledge and
insight.
• The GDP nearly 5.96 trillion
USD is well evident to prove the
claim.

Countries
2015/2016

SINGAPORE
• The strong and highly ranked
primary education system is none
less than 3rd rank in the competition.
• The GDP (PPP) per capita is
U$D 64,584 is also number 3rd in
the world.
HONG KONG
• The school education management is pretty much in the
way as UK model of education.
The educational budget for the
last year was $39, 420 per capita.
The primary, secondary and higher
education levels are exemplary in
their approach and work. English
and Cantonese Chinese are the
mainstream languages for educational texts. The 94.6% literacy
rate is making a pretty good sense
about the numbers.
• The GDP (PPP) per capita
accumulated in 2014 is $404.892
billion.
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FINLAND
• The old champion is loosing
ground to it’s asian rivals. A number of folks still consider Finland as
no#1 in the best educational system which exactly isn’t the fact
anymore. The premature child
admission is a big drawback in
the system. The no tuition fees
system has an annual educational budget of €11.1 billion.
• The country’s Gross domestic
product wasn’t less than $36,395
(per capita).
UK
• With the devolution of the
Education in UK, the individual
governments are administrating
the matters relating education on their own. The Scottish,
Welsh, Northern Irish and English
governments are minding their
businesses on an individual basis

GLOBAL DESK

under kingdom’s authorities. The
Pearson has ranked UK second in
the European ranks and given the
rank of #6 in the worldwide ratings
in their 2014 publication. However,
as a matter of fact Scottish system
has a slight edge over the England
when it comes to comparative
competitiveness.
• The GDP per capita is 21st
highest in the world with $38,711.

CANADA
• English and French are the
primary levels for interacting with
bookish knowledge. The literacy
rates are not less than 99% (Both
male & female). The attainment
ratio is also recording good percentages. The college graduates
have the world’s highest ratio. The
Canadians follow compulsion in
the education up to the 16 (most
provinces) or 18 years (exception
for a couple). The educational
calendar varies from 180-190 days.
The results will be impressive to a
great extent after prioritising the
investments in childhood education.
• GDP per Capita: $44,656 Canada is investing 5.4% of its Gross
Domestic Product in the education

sector.
NETHERLANDS
• The low investments, weak
planning and management in the
high school education, have put
Netherlanders on 8th in the ranking.
• GDP per Capita: $42,586
IRELAND
• The literacy rate is 99% for each
male and female. The education in
the country is free for
all levels from primary
to third or college/
university level. The
students from the European Union are the
only to be charged for
fees and funds, mainly
the tuition fees.
• The Irish govern
ment is having an
investment of 8.759
billion euro annually
on the education.
POLAND
• The polish ministry of education is heading the business in the
country. The Pearson and Economist combine ranked the country
as the 4th best in Europe and the
no#10 in the world on the accounts
of its well established primary, secondary (lower and upper) educational bases.
• GDP per Capita: $21,118
DENMARK
• The Denmark’s educational
structure consists of Pre-school,
primary, secondary, higher and
adult education. The secondary
education further divided into
gymnasium, higher preparatory,
higher commercial, and higher
technical and vocational educa20
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tion examination programs.
Likewise, post-secondary education also includes a number
of programs. The education
is compulsory for the children
up to the age of 16. The “Folkeskole” or post-secondary
education isn’t mandatory, but
82% of the students are enrolled
which is a damn positive thing
for the nation. The educational
and UN’s Human development
indexes are among the highest
in the world.
• GDP per Capita: $57,998
GERMANY
• Germany is dedicated to
developing one of the best
educational systems in the
world. The education is fully a
state matter and hence has
nothing to do with the federal
government. The kindergarten
is optional, but the secondary education is compulsory.
Secondary education follows
five types of schools. German
universities are among one of
the world’s best institutes and a
powerhouse to impart education in Europe.
• GDP per Capita: $41,248
RUSSIA
• There is much that can be
done to improve the ranks as
the country has never prioritised or paid heed to the childhood and primary education.
The literacy rate is rounded off
to 100%. A World Bank survey
figured the 54% of Russian labor force as graduated which
is undoubtedly the highest
achievement in college level
education in the world. The

current educational expenditures
are above 20 billion USD of the
year 2011.
• GDP per Capita: $14,645
UNITED STATES
•Many would fancy US as
the nation top ranked in the
education systems which is a far
off thing. Despite a well developed and one of the strongest
economies in the world, the educational systems are ranked are
not even cracking in the top 10.
The $1.3 trillion (overall) national
educational budget is earning a
literacy rate of 99% (both male
& female). 81.5 million Students
are enrolled annually with 38%
in primary, 26% secondary and
20.5 million making to postsecondary. 85% of the students
have attained the secondary
diploma while other 30% of the
post-secondary diploma holders
are also estimated. All the citizens are entitled to free education until high school education.
• GDP per Capita: $54,980
(6th highest in the world)
AUSTRALIA
• The annual budget is more
than $490 million more than 5.10%
of GDP in 2009. The English is the
primary mode of education in
the country. The primary literacy
rate is nearly 2 million. The nation
owns 99% literacy rate. Secondary diplomas mark a percentage of 75 while post-secondary
diploma has 34% attainment. The
states and territories are almost
in full control of their respective educational systems and
boards. The PISA has evaluated
the Australian education system

in terms of reading, science and
mathematics as 6th, 7th & 9th. The
Pearson ranked Australian education as #13 in the world.
• GDP per Capita: $44,346
NEW ZEALAND
• The national education
spending incurred by the ministry
is NZ$13,183 million for the session
2014-15. English & Maori are the
mainstream languages to get educated. The poor primary test scores
are a major setback to improve
ranks. The PISA accumulates the
country 7th in science and reading each while 13ht in math. The
education index amassed by HDI
ranks country highest in the world
but it only assesses the childhood
years spent at school instead of the
achievement levels.
• GDP per Capita: $30,493
ISRAEL
• The approximately 28 billion Sheqel budget manages
the educational business in the
country. Hebrew and Arabic support the education in the country.
The literacy rate of both males
and females is cracking the 100%
mark. The primary, middle and
high school education make the
comprehensive education system
21
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of the country. OECD ranked
Israel as second most educated
nation in the world in 2012. The
report revealed the fact that 78%
of investments being drawn are
public while 45% of the citizens
have made to high school or
University/college education.
The lower rank suggests the very
common reason which is obviously poor investment levels in
primary and child education.
• GDP per Capita: $35,658
BELGIUM
• Belgium has a diverse education system mainly financed,
run and administered by Flemish,
German-speaking and French.
The federal government has to
play a minimal role in sponsoring
and funding the community’s
education systems. The education in the country is compulsory
up to secondary schooling. All
the communities follow the same
stages of education including
basic, preschool, primary, secondary, higher, university and
vocational levels. The UN’s education index ranked country 18th
in the world.
• GDP per Capita: $38,826
Source: mbctimes.com
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CZECH REPUBLIC
•The education is free and has
compulsion up to the age of 15.
The education system mainly has
five divisions including pre-school,
elementary, high school, colleges,
and universities.
•GDP per Capita: $28,086
SWITZERLAND
•The education is purely a
matter taken by the cantons. The
primary education is obligatory for
the children in the Swiss state. 10
of the total universities in the confederation are owned and run by
the cantons while the remaining
two are under federal jurisdiction
managed and controlled by State
Secretariat for Education, Research
and Innovation. Basel is well-known
for hosting the centuries-old university of Swiss confederation
founded in 1460 and well-known
for the medicine and chemical
research. The Switzerland has the
second highest rank after Australia
for enrolment of foreign students
in tertiary education. The country
owns a relative higher numbers
of Nobel Laureates. The country
is ranked 25th in science, 8th in
math and 15th in overall positions.
The Global Competitiveness Report
released by World Economic Forum
ranked country no#1.
•GDP per Capita: 47,863 (8th
highest in the world)
Source: mbctimes.com

put on a mask in front of the
students and let them think of
you as a superhero (it will make
your day too)! Be someone who
is always positive, happy and
smiling. Always remember that
positive energy is contagious and
it is up to you to spread it. Don’t
let other people’s negativity bring
you down with them.

Effective Habits

of Effective

Teacher

4. GETS PERSONAL.

2. MAKES A DIFFERENCE.

Effective teachers are truly passionate about teaching.
The teacher who wants to be an inspiration to others.
The teacher who is happy with his/her job at all times.
The teacher that every other child in the school would
love to have. The teacher that kids remember for the rest
of their lives. Are you that teacher?

There is a saying, “With great power, comes great responsibility”. As
a teacher, you need to be aware and remember the great responsibility that comes with your profession. One of your goals ought to be:
Make a difference in their lives. How? Make them feel special, safe
and secure when they are in your classroom. Be the positive influence
in their lives. Why? You never know what your students went through
before entering your classroom on a particular day or what conditions
they are going home to after your class. So, just in case they are not
getting enough support from home, at least you will make a difference
and provide that to them.

1. ENJOYS TEACHING.

3. SPREADS POSITIVITY.

Teaching is meant to be a very enjoyable and rewarding career
field (although demanding and exhausting at times!). You should
only become a teacher if you love children and intend on caring
for them with your heart. You cannot expect the kids to have fun if
you are not having fun with them! If you only read the instructions
out of a textbook, it’s ineffective. Instead, make your lessons come
alive by making it as interactive and engaging as possible. Let your
passion for teaching shine through each and everyday. Enjoy every
teaching moment to the fullest.
22
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Bring positive energy into the classroom every single day. You have a
beautiful smile so don’t forget to flash it as much as possible throughout
the day. I know that you face battles of your own in your personal life
but once you enter that classroom, you should leave all of it behind
before you step foot in the door. Your students deserve more than
for you to take your frustration out on them. No matter how you are
feeling, how much sleep you’ve gotten or how frustrated you are,
never let that show. Even if you are having a bad day, learn to
23
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This is the fun part and absolutely important for being an effective teacher! Get to know your
students and their interests so that
you can find ways to connect with
them. Don’t forget to also tell them
about yours! Also, it is important
to get to know their learning styles
so that you can cater to each of
them as an individual. In addition,
make an effort to get to know their
parents as well. Speaking to the
parents should not be looked at as
an obligation but rather, an honour. In the beginning of the school
year, make it known that they can
come to you about anything at
anytime of the year. In addition,
try to get to know your colleagues
on a personal level as well. You will
be much happier if you can find
a strong support network in and
outside of school.

5. GIVES 100%.

Whether you are delivering a lesson, writing report cards or offering
support to a colleague - give 100%. Do your job for the love of teaching
and not because you feel obligated to do it. Do it for self-growth. Do
it to inspire others. Do it so that your students will get the most out of
what you are teaching them. Give 100% for yourself, students, parents,
school and everyone who believes in you. Never give up and try your
best - that’s all that you can do. (That’s what I tell the kids anyway!)

6. STAYS ORGANIZED.

Never fall behind on the marking or filing of students’ work. Try your
best to be on top of it and not let the pile grow past your head! It will
save you a lot of time in the long run. It is also important to keep an
organized planner and plan ahead! The likelihood of last minute lesson plans being effective are slim. Lastly, keep a journal handy and jot
down your ideas as soon as an inspired idea forms in your mind. Then,
make a plan to put those ideas in action.

7. IS OPEN-MINDED.

As a teacher, there are going to be times where you will be observed
formally or informally (that’s also why you should give 100% at all times).
You are constantly being evaluated and criticized by your boss, teachers, parents and even children. Instead of feeling bitter when somebody
has something to say about your teaching, be open-minded when
receiving constructive criticism and form a plan of action. Prove that
you are the effective teacher that you want to be. Nobody is perfect
and there is always room for improvement. Sometimes, others see what
you fail to see.

8. HAS STANDARDS.

Create standards for your students and for yourself. From the beginning, make sure that they know what is acceptable versus what isn’t.
For example, remind the students how you would like work to be completed. Are you the teacher who wants your students to try their best
and hand in their best and neatest work? Or are you the teacher who
couldn’t care less? Now remember, you can only expect a lot if you
give a lot. As the saying goes, “Practice what you preach”.

9. FINDS INSPIRATION.

how good they had it at their last
school or with their last group of
students compared to their current
circumstances. Instead of stressing
about change, embrace it with
both hands and show that you are
capable of hitting every curve ball
that comes your way!

11. CREATES
REFLECTIONS.
An effective teacher reflects
on their teaching to evolve as a
teacher. Think about what went
well and what you would do differently next time. You need to remember that we all have “failed”
lessons from time to time. Instead
of looking at it as a failure, think
about it as a lesson and learn from
it. As teachers, your education and
learning is ongoing. There is always
more to learn and know about in
order to strengthen your teaching
skills. Keep reflecting on your work
and educating yourself on what
you find are your “weaknesses”
as we all have them! The most
important part is recognizing them
and being able to work on them to
improve your teaching skills.
There are, indeed, several other
habits that make an effective
teacher but these are the ones
that I find most important. Many
other character traits can be tied
into these ones as well.

An effective teacher is one who is creative but that doesn’t mean
that you have to create everything from scratch! Find inspiration from
as many sources as you can. Whether it comes from books, educa- LAST WORD : There is always
tion, Pinterest, YouTube, Facebook, blogs, TpT or what have you, keep something positive to be found
in every situation but it is up to
finding it!
you to find it. Keep your head up
and teach happily for the love of
10. EMBRACES CHANGE.
In life, things don’t always go according to plan. This is particularly education!

true when it comes to teaching. Be flexible and go with the flow when
change occurs. An effective teacher does not complain about changes
when a new principal arrives. They do not feel the need to mention
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Source: Edutopia
Author: Carrie Lam , Academic Director,
Teacher & Workshop Leader, Canada.

TECH MAX

The Future

of

Flight

10 ways new technology will change air travel

Airports and sustainability
Airports today are basically shopping
centres. Projects trying to change this
template include Mexico City International
airport, Galapagos Ecological Airport in
Ecuador, Jewel Changi Airport in Singapore, and San Diego International Airport
in California. Ideas include a bioforest,
natural light and ventilation instead of
electrical lighting and aircon, very low
noise levels from aircraft, and ultra-low
carbon footprints and energy use.

Onboard shopping
In-flight bars were first integrated in
aircraft in the 1960s but the idea was
eventually abandoned because of the
space they took up compared to the
small revenues generated. In blended
wing designs, the idea of people visiting
bars and even small shops would once
again become possible due to the far
greater amounts of available space within
airframes - imagine an airport duty free
lounge that travels with the passengers.

Passenger comfort
Blended wings allow more space and larger aircraft. Airlines
could use this to cram in large numbers of passengers although
the difficulty of exiting such aircraft quickly suggests a balance
between comfort and passenger numbers. Bed-style seating
could become standard on long-hault flights, the sort of pampering that would make passengers unpleasantly demanding.
Social AI systems would be deployed to keep order and make
polite conversation.

The blended wing
Future airliners almost certainly use blended wing shapes
which have several big advantages over today’s narrow fuselages. It’s an idea that’s fates back to WW2 and has been used
by the US military but will take 21st century materials to bring to life
in civil aviation. The advantages are superior aerodynamics, fuel
efficiency, lower engine noise, short take-off and landing and
much greater internal space. Problems? Few windows and exits.

Turboelectric propulsion
Can electricity alone keep an airplane
in the sky? For the foreseeable future,
probably not but hybrid designs are possible using emerging propulsion systems
based on supplementing conventional
turbofan thrust with an array of electrical
sources, principally Lithium-Air batteries
and superconductivity

Superconductivity
The radical idea of using superconductivity and magnets to help power electric
engines surfaced a decade ago. The
challenges looked high then but might
now be within reach. Superconducting
motors would be hugely efficient, have
ultra-low emissions and be quiet but would
require super-cooled magnets to generate
their power. How to achieve this? One
answer would be liquid hydrogen fuel cells.
Going supersonic for good
Speed has always demanded technical
compromise - the UK-French Concorde
of the 1970s is famous for its super-sonic
cruising speed but it was also narrow
and small, eventually killing its economic
competitiveness. Future blended-wing
designs planned by Boeing will be able
to break the sound barrier while carrying
more passengers. Disadvantages: reducing sonic boom, which would be an issue
for a large aircraft.

Boeing’s Microlattice
Today’s aircraft are made from a mixture
of metals such as aluminium and, increasingly, fibre-resin composites. A new Boeing
material mimics the properties of metal using
a structural lattice inspired by the cellular layout
of plants that hugely reduces weight without compromising strength. It is also incredibly flexible and can regain its
shape even after being twisted and deformed. In aircraft it would
be used in non-structural areas such as seating and interiors.
No need for windows
One consequence of the blended wing design is the near absence of windows for the passengers to look out of, a potentially
claustrophobic experience as well as rather dark. The proposed
solution is to replace windows with electric screens that project
the outside world in real time with a density high enough to give
people even greater amounts of light and space.
Immersive entertainment
Next-generation entertainment
systems in aircraft will use wrap-around
visual screens that generate convincing
3D movie-watching and game playing.
Users will connect to other users in the
same aircraft or anywhere in the world.
This has the added benefit of distracting people from the quality
of airline food and improving the behaviour of people heading
for stag weekends - movie-watchers enter a solipsistic dream-like
state and rarely cause trouble during flights.
Source: Tech World

DID YOU KNOW?

You’ve been pronouncing IKEA all
wrong
Ross Johnson, a
graduate student
studying mechanical
engineering at Stanford University, is a
pretty smart guy. But
recently, he learned
something that shook
his worldview.

Johnson was at a
party where he made
some new Scandinavian friends. They
told him Americans all
make one huge mistake when it comes to
their favorite Swedish
ready-to-assemble
furniture store.
“I learned that IKEA
is not I-kee-ya. It’s

Ee-kay-uh,” Johnson
says. “That blew my
mind.”
It’s true. The correct
pronunciation of IKEA
has a long “e” sound
at the start, instead of
a long “i” sound, and
emphasizes the second syllable, “kee.”
Most Swedes stand
by this pronunciation.
Source: TechInsider
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- Business email writing:

Writing is one of those
skills that deeply requires
students to be motivated.
If they’re not involved in the
writing task, in other words, if they
don’t have a reason to write, the
task you set forth won’t be an effective learning experience.
What possible reasons could
they have?

• Adult ESL students most likely
need to write letters, email, or faxes
in English and in a business context.
• Teens may also be interested
in contacting peers in Englishspeaking countries on the Internet.
• But what about children?
They probably won’t have a general, long-term reason to learn
to write, but they can relate to

• What is their average age?
• Why are they taking this
course?
• Do they need writing skills for
specific reasons? (business correspondence, college application
letters, etc…)
• What do you expect them to
produce? (a short email for beginners; an essay for an international
exam)
Once you’re clear on the skills
your students need to develop,
move on to the next step.

a particular task, especially if it’s
fun, or if they’ll be rewarded with
a writing sticker.
Moreover, as a teacher, you
also have a reason to teach English
writing; there is a set of skills you
wish your students to develop, and
in case you haven’t yet, your first
step, above all else, is to define
these skills. Then, you decide which
teaching strategies, exercises, or
activities will help them develop
these skills.
(2) Choosing your
activities or writing
Finally, you choose a specific exercises
topic to ensure that students will There is a wide variety of writing
participate with enthusiasm.
tasks you may assign your students
to help them hone their writing
skills, but careful consideration of
(1) Choosing the
skills you’ll focus on
the questions you answered above
Ask yourself these questions: should help you narrow down your
• What level are my students? options. Here are some examples:
28
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This is a skill that more and more
ESL students require these days as
they apply for jobs in international
or multinational companies, or
move to English-speaking countries. There are several sub-skills
that go into effective email communication, and you should cover
as many as possible in your ESL
classes.
These include: requesting information, replying to emails, responding to conflicts/problems/
issues, formal vs. informal email,
and even email writing etiquette
or netiquette.
You may cover as many points
as you wish or have time to cover,
but make sure you cover a wide
range so your students are better
prepared.
To introduce the task, provide
them with a sample email to read.
Then, for practice, set up a situation or context: “Write a brief email
to all team members to remind
them of tomorrow’s meeting.” Correct any mistakes in grammar, as
well as tone and style.

- Essays/letters/stories for - Descriptions
international examinations
A very simple writing task is to

Some students may be preparing to sit for international exams,
like the First Certificate in English
(Cambridge ESOL) or the TOEFL,
which require students to write
essays that meet specific requirements. Let’s take the FCE writing
test as an example:
Provide students with plenty of
samples of the different types of
written tasks they may be required
to complete. For Part 1 of the test
there is a compulsory task; they
are required to write an informal
or formal letter of 160 words for a
specific audience and purpose.
For Part 2 students are required to
choose one of out six tasks: essay,
report, article, review, letter or story
of up to 180 words.
Students must practice for each
of these possibilities; the more they
practice the better. In-class writing
is ok, but you may also ask them
to do some writing for homework.
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supply something that students
may describe. This is adaptable to
any level and age group. From a
written description of a photo or
a recent summer vacation spot,
you may requests students to make
them as detailed as you wish, from
50 to 200 words.
- Writing prompts

Writing prompts are tremendously useful, great triggers for a
writing task. Here are some examples of some great writing prompts:
• Who is your favorite actor/
actress and why?
• What are the three items
you’d take to a deserted island
and why?
• Write about one of your favorite movies and why you liked it
so much.
• What is the best gift you’ve
ever gotten?

30
Ideas

1
Establish an email
2 dialstudentsoguefrombetweendifferent

for Teaching

Writing

Use the shared events
of students’ lives to
inspire writing.

schools who are reading the same book.

7
Ask students to bring a blank
notebook that will from then on
be referred to as their “Journal”.
Assign topics on a weekly basis, or
every two weeks, whichever you
prefer and depending on their
level. You may use the writing
prompts from above, or suggest
any other topic: their thoughts on
a recent current event, what they
did over the winter holidays, what
items are on their Christmas wish
list, etc… Journal writing is a great
way to get students to write on a
regular basis, plus keep track of
their progress as far as writing skills
are concerned.

Even if you choose an engaging
writing activity, it should be accompanied by a topic, or context,
that will motivate your students to
write. In some cases your choices
should be obvious; in a business
English course, students will handle
all types of business situations.
Teens relate to pop stars, sports,
fashion, TV, and movies. Though
limited in the length of their writing, little ones may write about the
things that are a part of their daily
lives, like their families, friends, and
school.

Source: busyteacher.org
Author: Claudia Pesce
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You can have them write about
anything that interests them, just
make sure they write, and make
sure it’s a regular activity.
Some of us make the mistake of
focusing only on the writing of answers in activities or exercises, and
once in a blue moon have them
write something longer. Whether it
is creative writing, business writing,
or guided writing, teach them by
example first, and then let them
have free reign in the way they
express themselves in writing.

with words relevant to students’
5.Work
lives to help them build vocabulary.
students analyze text by asking
6.Help
them to imagine dialogue between

9. Ease into writing work

shops by presenting
yourself as a model.
10.Get students to focus
on their writing by
holding off on grading.

814.

15

Give students a
chance to write
Teach
to an audience Practice and Pair students
to
with adult reading/ “tension”
for real purpose. play with
move students
writing
buddies.
n
o
i
s
i
v
re
beyond fluency.
es.

13.

(3) Choosing your topics

4

authors.

Spotlight language Ask students to reflect
and use group on and write about
brainstorming to their writing.
help students create
poetry.

- Journal writing

3

Use writing to improve relations
among students.
Help student writers draw rich
chunks of writing from endless
sprawl.

12.
18

Make
writing
reflection
tangible.
22.

Challenge
students to find
active verbs.

23.

Require
students to make
a persuasive written
argument in support of a final
grade.

techniqu

19.

Make grammar
instruction
dynamic.

24. Ground writing
in social issues
important to
students.

20.

Ask students to
experiment with
sentence length.

11

Use casual talk
about students’
lives to generate writing.

16.

Encourage descriptive
writing by focusing on
the sounds of words.

17.

Help students Require written
response to
ask questions
peers’
about their
writing.
writing.
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21

Use real world examples to reinforce writing
conventions.
Think like a football coach.
Allow classroom writing to take
a page from yearbook writing.

25. Encourage
the “framing
device” as an 29.
aid to cohesion Use home lanoguage
in writing.
on the roadngtlish.
Standard E
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Introduce multi-genre writing
in the context of community
service
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